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Dear Mr. Secretary: 


Recently I have received various tema of information giving 

_ concera es te the ecope, basis and feasibility of our recon- 
naissance satellite projects. I! refer specifically to the SAMOS 
and related projects, 


: | believe these projects should be brought before the National 

--urity Council fer careful consideration and review uf their 
: — features, with particular emphasis on two principal 
phases: | 


a. The intelligence or “surveillance”™ requirements this V 
program ie being designed te fill, including the soundness of the v 
.oncepts on which theee requirements are based, and the result- 

ins validity, ae well as the procedures for, aad superviaery cone 

trul sal their preparatica. 


u. The technical foneibility of the planned systems in 
Ye lation © Bacar development echedules aad technic 
direction of the program, together with (2) the effectiveness of; a 
contre] over the scope and characteristics of the operational ) 
aveten.s, with particular attention to meane for assuring early 
are? efticsent utilzzation of such systems, | 


The phases of the study relating to a and b. (2) above should be 
peepared tor NSC cunsideration by the Department of Defense, and 


accordingly are assigned to the Secretary of Defense. The phase 
uf the etudy relatang to b. (1) above I should like to have conducted 
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by a panel organised by my Special Assiztant for Science and 
Technology, to whom the responsibility for conduct of this seg- 
ment of the study is accordingly assigned. 


These studies should be developed in full ceerdination throughout 


and the results chould be eubmitted te the National —— Council 
as a joint presentation, 


The Honorable Thomas Gates 


The Secretary of Defense 


